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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent the direct collision of a condenser element and an 
optical recording medium by providing a stopper consisting of a specific 
material molded integrally with this holder. 

CONSTITUTION: The stopper 140 is fixed around the condenser element 
(objective lens) 20 held atop the holder 101 and has a projecting part 141 
and a non- projecting part 142 formed on it. The stopper projects by a 
prescribed distance from the element 20. Resins, rubber, elastomers or felt, 
non-woven fabrics, etc., having excellent wear resistance are used for the 
stopper 140. Since the stopper 140 is formed into such a manner, the 
projecting part 141 comes into contact with the optical recording medium 
10 first even if the element 20 jumps out in a direction F by runaway of an 
actuator 100 as a result of a failure in retraction of a focus servo and, 
therefore, the direct collision of the element 20 and the medium 10 does 
not arise. The element 20 and the medium 10 are thus kept free from such 
a damage as to hinder information recording and reproducing. The reliability 
of the device is thereby greatly improved. 
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